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for two hours \ve continued ascending and descending over
stony eminences, which at length were enlarged into hills;
but a little after sunrise we arrived at a small plain where we
found wells1, but not enough to water all our camels, and
therefore the much greater part went forward, for those that
stopped were only some few of the Bagdad caravan. Two
hours after we had passed these wells we entered into a
spacious plain, and after that we arrived at hills. Then we
travelled over hills and plains alternately the rest of the day.
The soil was sometimes stony, but chiefly gravel and firm
sand with shrubs. We pitched our tents three quarters of an
hour before sunset. Nineteen days' journey from Busserah.
July the i6th. We proceeded on our journey an hour before
sunrise; but the Bagdad caravan was in motion much sooner.
At first we passed over a barren gravelly plain, at the end of
which was another almost surrounded with chains of hills2,
1 This part of the Syrian desert is as yet little known; we are in fact
still dependent upon these early travellers for what knowledge we do
possess. Three stages (accomplished in two or three days according to the
season) lay between Jubb el Ghanam and the first waterings in the neigh-
bourhood of Taiyibe. As often as not these stages were waterless. It is
about twenty-five hours' journey, over easy country. This district is
not altogether featureless, nor without water. In addition to these name-
less wells of Plaisted's, we know of the wells of El Djehar and the Wadi
el Mia from Rousseau; of Jebul Serhim, eight hours beyond Ikhwan,
and Khuder (Khuder may stand for Ghadir, water-pan; Cernik calls the
district Ckabra Hochthal, and in it he places the Chadr (Ghadir) el
Gaura), halfway between Ikhwan and Jubb el Ghanam, from Irwin; of
five wells cut in the rock about midw^ay, recorded by Coote; of two sites
named Lachadamie and Lachadier, of Alhadrat ul Muy, from Taylor;
of the Valley of Garer, from Evers, which is probably a central depression
where wadis collect from north, south, and west before flowing eastwards
into the Euphrates. From Holford we know of wells called Ferrash, a little
to the south of the general line. Teixeira, who was also to the south of the
usual route, passing in a direct line between El Qaim, at the bend of the
Euphrates, and Sucana (Sukhne), notes Gadyr a iher, ' a channel famous
in those parts,' which is the Ghadir et Teir> the basin which receives the
Wadi el Kebir of Sukhne; Ketef el Hel, probably in the Wadi Hail which
we know of from Fowle's journey in 1910; Ragem el Kayma, a Rijm, or
cairn of stones in the shape of a tent. It is possible that these cairns may
be identical with the Turkoman burial-place noted by Delia Valle in
1614. The locality is the same. Anyone acquainted with the tombs of
nomadic Central Asia will appreciate the simile.
2 Outliers of the Jebel Dhahik, or Jebel Bishri, The watering might
be the Ghadir et Teir. For this region see Ceraik's map, Erganzungsheft
No, 44, Pet, Mitt,, 1875, Taf. z and 3, and MusiTs Northern Arabia.